
Class 4 
The Spirituality of St. Paul 
Faith and the Mosaic Law 

Mosaic Law- The set of rules and regulations established by God in the Torah. The Jewish 
people had strict rules to live by. For most Jewish people they saw faith in God as equal to 
their ad hence to the law. The more closely the followed the law, the closer they were with 
God. Paul was a zealot follower of the law before encountering Christ. After the road to 
Damascus he saw the law in a new light. The law was part of God’s divine revelation, how 
God related to his people, the Jews.  
 
Faith- There are multiple understandings of what Faith is through Judaism and Christianity. 
Paul always uses faith in terms of Christ. One doesn’t have faith of Christ, or faith on Christ, 
rather one has faith in Christ. This means that faith is about encounter where the spiritual is 
elevated over the physical. Faith in Christ attaches us to something greater than what is in 
one the earth. Paul always attaches faith in Christ to being having an encounter with spirit 
and truth. It is important to note that Paul does not reduce faith is a form of mere 
acceptance. 
 
Jewish Christians vs Gentile Christians 
Jewish Christians were jews prior to their belief in Jesus Christ. Gentiles were pagan non-
jews prior to their belief in Jesus Christ. Many Jews seeing Jesus as a continuation of their 
Jewish faith believed that followers of Christ must accept the following the Mosaic Law. The 
logic went, if Jesus is the fulfillment of the Law, then strict following of the law is a sign of 
faith in Jesus Christ.  
 
Paul being one of the principle missionaries of the Gospel to gentile lands held that non-
Jewish Christians who believed in Christ did not need to follow the mosaic. Although the 
Mosaic Law was not a bad thing, it was no longer necessary. And to attribute the degree of 
one’s faith in terms of how well one followed the law was an absurdity to Paul. In the 
spirituality of St. Paul, faith meant that there was an encounter with Christ that 
transformed one’s life. The Holy Spirit made one a Christian not mere continuation of the 
law.  
 
Burden Vs Bondage 
There are two accounts of the Council of Jerusalem, one by St. Luke in the Acts of the 
Apostles, and one by St. Paul in the Letter to the Galatians. The accounts differ and their 
differences explain the perspective of each. Luke infers that the results of the council were 
that gentiles were not obligated to follow the law, not because the law was not important 
but rather that the law was a burden on these new believers. St. Paul, being a strict follower 
of the law prior to encountering Christ saw this as ridiculous. Either the law is good and 
needed or it has been fulfilled. If the law is a burden, then that is saying that God’s 
revelation to his people is a burden and therefore flawed. Paul, therefore saw that the law 



and been fulfilled in Christ. Thus after the resurrection the law became of a form a bondage 
because it tied them down to a time before Christ. The law is/was good, but now that the 
Spirit has been given by Christ strict following of the law does not make one faithful. 
Embracing the sprit is what fills someone with faith. The law has been fulfilled and the 
gentiles do not need to be tied down. For example, circumcision is not needed because that 
physical mark has been superseded by a spiritual mark of faith given by the spirit, called 
baptism. For Paul, his encounter and experience of Christ is what gives him faith. His own 
experience of Christ has become so central to him that he can talk of Christ as taking over 
his life and transforming it. That transformation is a sign of faith. The time when the 
necessity of observing the Mosaic law has come to an end.  
 
Scriptures point to the fulfillment of the Law- Since the law was a way for God to reveal 
himself to his people, the scriptures point to a time in which the law would be brought to 
completion. Paul felt that need justify his commitment to Christ through an interpretation 
of those Scriptures which he believed were revealed by the same God. Paul needed to 
understand his own personal experience/encounter with Christ in light of and in the 
tradition of the Scriptures. His embrace of the scriptures, which contains the law, shows 
that the scriptures themselves point to a time when the law will be fulfilled. God’s 
revelation to his people will be expanded.  
 
Law does not equal works.  
 
Spirit and Sin 
 


